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Modest Proposals -- a Dispatch from the NBCC
Independent Press Panel

Newspapers may be eating their young when they cut or kill book

sections, but then again, the young are already disappearing in droves,

aren’t they? The question has probably been under-addressed in the

National Book Critics Circle’s Campaign to Save Book Reviews, but the

underlying demographic truth was evident in a panel held last night,

jointly sponsored by the NBCC and the New York Center for

Independent Publishing. 

On the panel, moderated by NBCC president John Freeman, were: Dan

Simon, publisher of Seven Stories Press; Sarah McNally, co-owner of

McNally-Robinson Booksellers; Hannah Tinti, author of Animal

Crackers and editor of One Story; M.A. Orthofer, managing editor of

the web-based The Complete Review; and Tim W. Brown, a freelance

reviewer who is a frequent contributor to Rain Taxi and an NYCIP

executive committee member.

The panel circled the general topic of independent publishers and the

diminishing newspaper space devoted to book reviews. Dan Simon

commented that at best, there can be a “wonderful electricity”

surrounding a book that begins with reviews, yet added the caveat that

reviews also “carry less weight” than they used to. Picking up from

there, Sarah McNally observed that websites tend to drive the younger

book-buyers to her store, and while she expressed concerns about the

effect on our national literature of diminishment of reviews in print, the

fact is that on an individual basis, some inspired reviews sell books, but

that many reviews seem to have no perceptible effect. Hannah Tinti

observed that cutbacks in regional print reviews might have the greatest

deleterious effect on emerging writers, who depend on notice more

heavily than do established writers. Tim Brown noted that while his

early work was reviewed in the largest newspaper sections, he wonders

whether that would be the case today. Michael Orthofer, most

interested in the possibilities of the Internet for access to multiple

sources of information regarding books, and for interconnectivity, said

it should not be seen as a replacement for print but a complement.
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it should not be seen as a replacement for print but a complement.

As ameliorative efforts, the suggestions were many. Brown called for

proactivity on the part of reviewers to call attention to work that

deserves it, and said there exists a “sick symbiosis” between a highly

dysfunctional industry (trade publishing) and a declining art form

(reviewing). Speaking of working the cracks in the façade, he touted

alternative publications and said independent publishers “have to be

highly imaginative to get the word out” about their work. Simon,

alluding to the hurdles faced by smaller presses, said it was important

to understand the interconnectedness of the parts: that independent

reviewers and independent publishers and independent bookstores

were part of a community of the like-minded, with shared interests.

McNally reported that she will not purchase paperback books without

review quotations on their back covers, for without those, the books

don’t sell. Tinti called for “as much book reviewing as possible,”

whatever the venue. A couple panelists cited the loss of the “accidental”

reader as part of the likely fallout of cutbacks in regional book sections. 

The influence of book prizes was discussed briefly, McNally noting that

the Man Booker is the prize that seemed to call attention to books most

strongly. In the question period, the tight window of timing reviews to

publication dates was debated, mostly as a drawback, and the lack of

vibrancy in the writing to be found in book sections was commented on

by several attendees. 

--Art Winslow

Labels: NBCC Campaign to Save Book Reviews

POSTED  BY  CRITICAL  MASS  3:58:00  PM  

0  C O M M E N T S :

POST  A  COMMENT

L I N K S  T O  T H I S  P O S T :

CREATE  A  LINK

<< Home

Scott McLemee

David Orr

Jennifer Reese

Rebecca Skloot

Lizzie Skurnick

Eric Miles Williamson

Art Winslow

Full blogger bios available here

L O G I S T I C S

The postings on this site represent
the views and opinions of each
individual poster and are not
representative of views held by the
National Book Critics Circle as an
organization, or the NBCC board
as a whole. Everything on this blog
is copyright protected, including
the image of the fox.

C O M M E N T S

All reader comments on this site
are moderated: We welcome all
civil commentary. Any comments
that are inflammatory, mean
spirited, spam or otherwise
innapropriate will not be posted.
We also discourage anonymous
commenting.

F O R  M O R E  I N F O

The organization: Visit our website
The blog: Email Critical Mass

S U B S C R I B E  T O  C R I T I C A L  M A S S

"Click here to learn how to sign up

for and read blog feeds.

L I N K S

Visit The NBCC's Links Page.

Recent Posts

Thinking About New Orleans #9:

Jason Berry (Part I...

A Thursday Roundup

Thinking About New Orleans #9:

Jason Berry (Part I...

http://bookcriticscircle.blogspot.com/search/label/NBCC%20Campaign%20to%20Save%20Book%20Reviews
http://www.blogger.com/email-post.g?blogID=22105469&postID=4023018990174898655
http://www.blogger.com/post-edit.g?blogID=22105469&postID=4023018990174898655
https://www.blogger.com/comment.g?blogID=22105469&postID=4023018990174898655
javascript:BlogThis();
http://bookcriticscircle.blogspot.com/
http://www.mclemee.com/
http://www.rebeccaskloot.com/
http://www.theoldhag.com/
http://www.bookcritics.org/?go=boardBios
http://www.bookcritics.org/
mailto:criticalmass@bookcritics.org
http://feeds.feedburner.com/CriticalMass
http://www.rightconversation.com/2007/01/discussion_list.html#more
http://www.bookcritics.org/?go=links
http://bookcriticscircle.blogspot.com/2007/06/thinking-about-new-orleans-9-jason_8916.html
http://bookcriticscircle.blogspot.com/2007/06/thursday-roundup.html
http://bookcriticscircle.blogspot.com/2007/06/thinking-about-new-orleans-9-jason.html

	NBCC Campaign to Save Book Reviews
	Publishers to Honor National Book Critics Circle
	John Freeman Accepts AAP Honors
	April, 2007- Dear NBCC Board Members
	1 CRITICAL MASS_ NBCC Campaign to Save Book Reviews
	2 CRITICAL MASS_ David L. Ulin on the new Los Angeles Times Book Review
	3 CRITICAL MASS_ Stewart O'Nan on what Shrinking Review Space Means for Writers
	4 CRITICAL MASS_ Did you get the Memo
	5 CRITICAL MASS_ How to get Involved in Saving Book Reviews
	6 CRITICAL MASS_ Rick Moody_ Speak Up in Defense of Book Reviews
	7 CRITICAL MASS_ Susan Larson, New Orleans Times-Picayune Book Editor
	8 CRITICAL MASS_ NBCC Campaign to Save Book Reviews Roundup
	9 CRITICAL MASS_ Andrei Codrescu_Newspapers Drop Book Pages
	10 CRITICAL MASS_ Marie Arana, Book Editor, The Washington Post, & Colleagues
	11 CRITICAL MASS_ Nadine Gordimer on the decline of Book Culture
	12 CRITICAL MASS_ AWP President Catherine Brady on the Value of Book Reviewers
	13 CRITICAL MASS_ A Book Editor Writes from Fly-Over America
	14 CRITICAL MASS_ Roxana Robinson_ Flat Screen Differs from The Book
	15 CRITICAL MASS_ "Save the Book Review" READ-IN outside the AJC
	16 CRITICAL MASS_ Michael Connelly Defends the Book Review
	17 CRITICAL MASS_ NBCC Campaign_ The Blogosphere Reponds
	18 CRITICAL MASS_ What I Heard about Atlanta
	19 CRITICAL MASS_ Strength in Numbers -- starting with 365
	20 CRITICAL MASS_ Richard Ford on the Folly of Removing Teresa Weaver
	21 CRITICAL MASS_ A Book Fair is not a Book Section
	22 CRITICAL MASS_ San Francisco Chronicle Book Editor Oscar Villalon on Status of the Book Review
	23 CRITICAL MASS_ Lawrence Ferlinghetti on the Importance of Book Reviews
	24 CRITICAL MASS_ NPR's "Talk of the Nation" on NBCC Campaign
	25 CRITICAL MASS_ Milwaukee Journal Sentinel Book Editor Geeta Sharma-Jensen on Podcasting and Other Changes
	26 CRITICAL MASS_ NBCC Campaign Noted by Motoko Rich
	27 CRITICAL MASS_ Wednesday Roundup
	28 CRITICAL MASS_ NBCC and Atlantans Protest Outside the AJC Today
	29 CRITICAL MASS_ Conversation with Dallas Morning News Editor Bob Mong
	30 CRITICAL MASS_ This Just in from Today's Atlanta Demonstration
	31 CRITICAL MASS_ Joseph Skibell's Plea to the Atlanta Journal-Constitution
	32 CRITICAL MASS_ Protest at the Atlanta Journal-Constitution #1
	33 CRITICAL MASS_ Protest at the Atlanta Journal-Constitution #2
	34 CRITICAL MASS_ Read-in at the Atlanta Journal-Constitution #3
	35 CRITICAL MASS_ Read-in at the Atlanta Journal-Constitution #4
	36 CRITICAL MASS_ Read-in at the Atlanta Journal-Constitution #5
	37 CRITICAL MASS_ Read-in at the Atlanta Journal-Constitution #6
	38 CRITICAL MASS_ Around the World on Friday...beginning in Atlanta
	38 CRITICAL MASS_ Bill Roorbach on the Literary Landscape
	39 CRITICAL MASS_ Speaking of Blogs and News
	40 CRITICAL MASS_ Atlanta Petition Reaches 5000 Signatures
	41 CRITICAL MASS_ Crooked River Ain't Burning Yet
	42 CRITICAL MASS_ Bookseller-Turned-Author Lauren Baratz-Logsted on the Value of Books
	43 CRITICAL MASS_ The Importance of Dialogue
	44 CRITICAL MASS_ In Praise of the LA Times Book Review
	45 CRITICAL MASS_ Do Reviews Determine What You Read
	46 CRITICAL MASS_ Finding a Voice in Book Reviews
	47 CRITICAL MASS_ Maureen McLane on the NBCC Book Furor
	48 CRITICAL MASS_ And This, on Today's Leonard Lopate Show on WNYC
	49 CRITICAL MASS_ This Just in From the New York Times Syndicate_ Discuss
	50 CRITICAL MASS_ Around the World in the Campaign for the Book Review
	51 CRITICAL MASS_ Howard Zinn on Books Reviews, Truth and Democracy
	52 CRITICAL MASS_ Salman Rushdie on the Colbert Report
	53 CRITICAL MASS_ Vermont College MFA Program Students_Alumni Weigh in On Book Reviews
	54 CRITICAL MASS_ "Do we need 350,000 books a year...except for a bonfire
	55 CRITICAL MASS_ Rushdie vs. Colbert_ The Book Section Beatdown
	56 CRITICAL MASS_ A Conversation with Sheila Kohler on Book Reviews
	57 CRITICAL MASS_ The Sunday Morning Ritual
	58 CRITICAL MASS_ A Critical Mass of Writers Mobilizes on Atlanta
	59 CRITICAL MASS_ Crime & Mystery Writers Supporting Reviews
	60 CRITICAL MASS_ NBCC Announces Three BEA Panels on the Book Review
	61 CRITICAL MASS_ NBCC Announces Three BEA Panels on the Book Review
	62 CRITICAL MASS_ A Conversation with Ibtisam Barakat
	63 CRITICAL MASS_ Howard Kurtz on CNN, Plus The Guardian & Chef Gordon Ramsay
	64 CRITICAL MASS_ What We Talk about When We Talk about Stories
	65 CRITICAL MASS_ Star Tribune Retains Book Editor
	66 CRITICAL MASS_ Star Tribune Retains Book Editor
	67 CRITICAL MASS_ What We Talk About When We Talk About Change (Part 1)
	68 CRITICAL MASS_ Book Reviews in Literary Journals
	69 CRITICAL MASS_ Richard Powers on the Shared Solitude of Reading
	70 CRITICAL MASS_ Frankly, My Dear, You Should Give a Damn
	71 CRITICAL MASS_ Lee Smith on the Changes at the Raleigh News and Observer
	72 CRITICAL MASS_ This from Susan Sontag, Plus Joshua Cohen, Book Editor of I.B. Singer's Publisher
	73 CRITICAL MASS_ Some Data to Add to the Mix
	74 CRITICAL MASS_ Nicholas Christopher on The Value of Book Reviews for Our Cultural Heritage
	75 CRITICAL MASS_ How Book Culture in Lisbon Is Changing
	76 CRITICAL MASS_ This Just in from the Washington Post Syndicate. Discuss.
	77 CRITICAL MASS_ A Conversation with Harper Perennial Publisher Carrie Kania
	78 CRITICAL MASS_ Sara Paretsky on the Number 7
	79 CRITICAL MASS_ NBCC Campaign, Part 2
	80 CRITICAL MASS_ Where are We Going, Where Have We Been
	81 CRITICAL MASS_ Report from BEA Crisis in Newspaper Reviewing Panel (Including a Bit of NBCC News)
	82 CRITICAL MASS_ Book Reviews Are Essential Tools for Librarians
	83 CRITICAL MASS_ Modest Proposals -- a Dispatch from the NBCC Independent Press Panel
	84 CRITICAL MASS_ Dangling from a Blurb
	85 CRITICAL MASS_ A Conversation with Chicago Sun-Times Books Editor Cheryl L. Reed
	86 CRITICAL MASS_ Deja Vu All Over Again in San Diego -- and What You Can Do
	87 CRITICAL MASS_ Focus_ San Diego Book Section Cutbacks on KPBS Broadcast Today
	88 CRITICAL MASS_ One Less Part of the World
	89 CRITICAL MASS_ The Graveyard of the Database
	90 CRITICAL MASS_ San Diego Update_ Sandy Dijkstra to U-T Editor Karin Winner
	91 CRITICAL MASS_ By Stating the Problem, Do We Help a Bad Idea Along
	92 CRITICAL MASS_ Another Disappointed San Diego Reader_ Author Susan Vreeland
	93 CRITICAL MASS_ Tuesday Roundup
	94 CRITICAL MASS_ Poisoning the Well
	95 CRITICAL MASS_ The Weekend Read_ Jerome Weeks on a Book All Critics Should Own
	96 CRITICAL MASS_ The View from Mobile_ Is this the End of Print
	97 CRITICAL MASS_ As the Book World Turns
	98 CRITICAL MASS_ Survival of Small Press Journals_ A Librarian Says the Future Is Digital, but We're Not There Yet
	99 CRITICAL MASS_ Edmund Wilson's Traditions in Peril
	100 CRITICAL MASS_ Guest Post_ Morris Dickstein on the Critical Landscape Today
	101 CRITICAL MASS_ Must Read_ Steve Wasserman on How Newspapers Can Do Better
	102 CRITICAL MASS_ The Critical I_ Steve Wasserman
	103 CRITICAL MASS_ Leave Work Early Fool!
	104 CRITICAL MASS_ Hats Off to Salman Rushdie
	105 CRITICAL MASS_ Keeping Literary Magazines in Libraries_ Susan Thomas Has a Suggestion
	106 CRITICAL MASS_ Grub Street 2.0 Recap
	107 CRITICAL MASS_ Panel Recap_ What We Talk About When We Talk about Books
	108 CRITICAL MASS_ What We Talk When We Talk About Books
	109 CRITICAL MASS_ Dawn Davis_ Did Book Reviews Help Edward P. Jones
	110 CRITICAL MASS_ See Jerome Speak
	111 CRITICAL MASS_ The State We're In
	112 CRITICAL MASS_ Reading at Risk, Redux
	113 CRITICAL MASS_ Half as Much Fun
	114 CRITICAL MASS_ PW Honors John Freeman and the NBCC
	115 CRITICAL MASS_ Old School
	116 CRITICAL MASS_ Publishers to Honor National Book Critics Circle
	117 CRITICAL MASS_ In Other News
	118 CRITICAL MASS_ Steve Weinberg to Teresa Budasi of the Chicago Sun Times_ "Hang in there..."
	119 CRITICAL MASS_ New Orleans Times-Picayune Book Pages Update
	120 CRITICAL MASS_ Goodbye to Frank Wilson
	121 CRITICAL MASS_ NBCC at AWP_ Jabari Asim on the Black Critical Tradition
	122 CRITICAL MASS_ Locating the Book Review Section_ Dallas
	123 CRITICAL MASS_ Every Effort Helps



